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returning home, the immigrants brought their family members to join them in fears that all immigra-
tion would be further curtailed. Later, the fall of the Berlin Wall and the collapse of the Soviet Union 
brought Eastern Europeans into Western European nations. Since the late 1980s, one of the ways to 
immigrate into a European Union (EU) country was for asylum. People from Bosnia, Kosovo, China, 
Somalia, Sri Lanka, Yugoslavia, Poland, and Afghanistan sought asylum in EU countries. And as the 
European Union permits nationals to move from one EU country to another, internal immigration 
within the EU countries grew (Ben-David, 2009). 

Western Europe is challenged with increasing immigration, particularly from Muslim countries 
(see Table 10.1). The number of Muslims in Europe grew from 29.6 million in 1990 to 44.1 million in 
2010. Europe’s Muslim population is projected to exceed 58 million by 2030. In 2011, Muslims made 
up about 6% of Europe’s total population, up from 4% in 1990. By 2030, Muslims are expected to 
make up 8% of Europe’s population (Pew Research Center, 2011). 

In the Netherlands, where a half-century ago, there were few foreigners, today there are about 
1.2 million Muslims, the majority from Morocco and Turkey, which is equivalent to about 6% of 
the country’s population. The Dutch welcomed guest workers in the 1960s and 1970s and accepted 
many seeking asylum from wars in Iraq, Kosovo, Africa, and Afghanistan. But that was before the 
September 11, 2001, attacks on the World Trade Center. In a 2003 poll, 61% of Dutch people felt that 
most societal tensions were between allochtonen (“not from here”) and autochtonen (“from here”). 
Only 25% perceived tensions between rich and poor, 18% between old and young, and 9% between 
women and men. Throughout Western Europe a growing “us versus them” mentality grew. 

In 2011 the Netherlands officially abandoned its policy of multiculturalism. Immigrants are now 
required to learn the Dutch language and follow Dutch law. The government imposed a ban on face-
covering burqas as of January 1, 2013. And the government stopped offering subsidies for Muslim 
immigrants. 

Table 10.1  Muslims in the European Union, 2011

Country Number
Percentage of Total, 

2011
Percentage of Projected 

Population, 2030

France 4,704.000 7.5 10.3

Germany 4,119,000 5.0   7.1

United Kingdom 2,869,000 4.6   8.2

Italy 1,583,000 2.6   5.4

Spain 1,021,000 2.3   3.7

Netherlands     914,000 5.5   7.8

Belgium     638,000 6.0 10.2

Greece     527,000 4.7   6.9

Austria     475,000 5.7   9.3

Sweden     451,000 4.9   9.9

Source: Pew Research Center (2011).


